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Your Excellency Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the Council of the Federation of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation it ismy pleasure and privilegeto greet the participants of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly 9th Plenary Session.
First of all, let me express our sincere gratitude to the leadership and people of the Kingdom of Cambodia for their warm welcome and brilliant organization of our Assembly.

Developing cooperation with Asian countries on a wide range of matters both in a bilateral and multilateral formats, as well as inclusion into regional integration are among the top priorities of Russian foreign policy.

Global environment is becoming more and more complicated, challenges to security and stability are getting more dramatic and multidimensional. Relations between countries have accumulated a lot of controversies. The epoch of unipolar world is irrevocably becoming a thing of the past. A new balance of powers is being built on the backdrop of enhanced competition (regrettably, often unfair and aggressive), emulation of values, new hotbeds of conflicts and deepening dividing lines. All this entails instability in global processes at all the levels.
Strive of certain countries to “preempt” a “right to exclusiveness” in global affairs by,among other things, interfering into the internal affairs of other countries infringing therefore on the rule of international law, imposing their own prescriptions of inner transformations on other peoples without considering their traditions or national particularities promotes deteriorating international situation and builds up tension.
ISISterrorism and expansion is a key challenge to the international stabilitytoday. Unless it is neutralized no one will feel safe and secure in the world.
Russia is strongly committed to combatting terrorism in all its forms. We are convinced that alone it is impossible to defeat this evil. President of the Russian Federation V.V.Putin has put forward an initiative to form a large-scale international coalition embracing all stakeholders willing to suppress extremists. These consolidated efforts have to be of a comprehensive, multidimensional, legal and legitimate character. They have to be taken under coordination of the United Nations Security Council.However we would not be able to effectively confront terrorists if we break them down into “modest” and “radical”, “ours” and “theirs”, “good” and “bad” or,furthermore,if we try to manipulate extreme groupings to attain our own political goals.
Special attention should be devoted to neutralizing terrorist fighters, counteracting replenishmentof terrorism through illegal drug trafficking, trade ofnatural resources and cultural heritage items. We are advocating maximum use of multilateral mechanisms at hand to exercise pressure on countries that do not realize legally binding decisions of the UNSC on shutting down channels of financial support to ISIS.

Effective response to current global challenges should be sought in shaping inclusive multilateral mechanisms of security, elaborating uniform "rules of the game" thriving on the principles ofequality and indivisibility of security, non-use of force or threat of force, restrain from implementing or supporting any actions aimed at toppling legitimate governments.
I would underscore that Russian approaches are shared by the majority of responsible parties of international interaction.
The logic of "indivisibility" is applied not only to the sphere of security, but also to the global economic space.
We are commited to successful implementation of Agenda 2030 at all the levels. We consider new Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) a powerful consolidating factor that would allow to unite efforts of global community to fight new challenges to development.
I would like to confirm that Russia and APA member parliaments make a common choice of sustainable and systematic development, equitable international dialogue, strengthened global security system, respect to international law and the key role of the UN.
We deem it necessary to fully take into account priorities of nations and their differences capacity-wise. We are against imposing ready-made prescriptions and  uniform standards on anybody.
We are promoting a comrehensive and non-politisized approach to the implementation of SDGs. We believe it is counter-productive to "rank" the goals and tasks according to their priority.
A key factor to timely attain SDGs and a paramount element of renewed global partnership in our view is for all parties to realize their political responsibilities in the sphere of financial and technical assistance, including official development assistance (ODA), which remains the main source offoreign finance for many developing countries.
Both a broad international cooperation and respective programs within the countries are necessary to reach these goals.
Russia is ready to remain active vis-a-vis its international obligations.
Guided by the principles of solidarity, our country will continue making a significant contribution tobuilding up economic, intellectual, informational, scientific and technological potential of the partner countries with a view to promote sustainable development.
For this purpose an Interdepartmental Working Groupunder the Administration of the President of the Russian Federation on Climate Change and Sustainable Developmenthasbeenestablished. It incorporates representatives of both housesof parliament,executive authorities, businessand academia. The Council of the Federation, for its part, has held parliamentary hearingsresulted in specificpractical recommendations on how to better implementAgenda 2030 in Russia.
I believe that it is the countries of Asiathat are capable of making a decisive contribution to attainthe Sustainable Development Goals, toelaboratea fair and forward-looking alternative to the model of a "unipolar world". We are convinced that this alternative will be underpinned by the principles of equality, rule of international law, respect to culturaland civilizational diversity.
All the necessary prerequisitesare in place. Asian economy leading globally in growth rates, intensifying regional cooperation and accelerating integration are continuously fostering Asia's strategic position inthe global development.
I would like to highlightonce again thatwe see thetop priority for parliamentsinpromotingintegration of Sustainable Development Goals into nationalstrategies with due consideration of  national particularitiesand priorities.
Dear colleagues,
Friends,
We are facing common global challenges that are easier totackle if we join our efforts.Under the current conditions it iscrucial to strengthen comprehensive strategic partnership between Asian nations. Therefore, we are interested in closer contacts atinternational arena and in activating bilateral cooperation. Russia is openfor constructive interaction with allthe nations with a viewto solidify peace on the continent.
For us, parliamentarians, it is absolutely obvious that in the present-day international context, the role of inter-parliamentary interaction is growing. This interaction should become the center of gravityfor various political forcesable to uniteelites andto put togetherrational and comprehensive approaches based on a broad consensus.
We are surethat amulti-stakeholderdialogueof trust between our countries is one of the key elements of effective partnership in promoting peace, stability and development in the region.
In conclusion, I would like to once again express our acknowledgment to the organizers of the 9th Plenary Session of APAand to emphasize that Russia is ready to furtheractivelyparticipate in the processes aimed at ensuring security and sustainable development in the Asian region. Together we can achieve a lot. A key to success is to centerour relations on equal and mutually beneficial cooperation, consideration and respect for each other's interests.
Allow me to wish all respected partnersfruitful and interesting work in the course of our Assembly.
Thank you for attention!
